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faces, coarse, ugly features, and a look of mingled ferocity and
cunning, very different from the manly and dignified appearance
of the Maoris.   They were brave enough so long as the sailors
kept their muskets quiet, and hurled volleys of spears at the
strangers with angry shouts of defiance.   But as soon as a few
shots were fired above their heads, they tumbled over each
other in their almost ludicrous stampede for the shelter of
rocks and trees.   Now and again, by great forbearance and
every show of friendship and kindness, Cook succeeded in
gaining their confidence, but the gain was not a great one, for
they were worse thieves than the Maoris, and without any
sense for keeping faith.   They had no sooner satisfied their
curiosity, and stolen as much as the sailors would allow without
using their ' debbil-sticks,' than the blackfellows crept round
at night and fired the dry grass close to the strangers' camp.
This burnt with the utmost rapidity, and the lives of Cook and
his crew were in grave danger.   They had to race for the
boats, being fortunate enough to escape a singeing.   Such acts
of treachery were repeated on   several occasions, and the
temptation to go ashore was not so great after such unpleasant
experiences.   Still continuing a northerly course, the Endeavour
at last rounded Cape York, the extreme point of the northern
coast   Here Cook landed on a small island, and the Union
Jack was again run up, while the explorer made a little speech.
He took possession of the whole eastern part of Australia,
which he had explored, on behalf of  King  George,  under
the name of New South Wales.   This done, Cook, satisfied
with the results of his long voyage, made his way home with
the good ship Endeavour, which had served bi*n so valiantly m
fair weather and foul.   Touching at New Guinea, he steered
for the Cape of Good Hope, and thence to the English Channel,
so getting safely back after one. of the most famous and
valuable voyages in the history of the sea.   For his services
Cook was given the" rank of Captain in the Royal Navy, not
- a very great reward for a man who had set the Union Jack
flying over the "greatest islands in the world.   Still, he was